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This manual provides standards and guidelines
for conducting surveys of above-ground historic
resources in Michigan that can be used by those
planning and carrying out survey projects. The
manual replaces the series of eight survey manuals
most recently used by the Michigan State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPQ) and the SHPO%s older
Surveying Michigan’s Historic and Architectural
Resources: A How-To-Do Guide, published in 1980.
The manual offers recommended approaches for
identifying, documenting, and evaluating the signif-
icance of historic Tesources and for presenting the
results of these projects in a format intended to be
informative and useful to planners, public officials,
and others who design projects that may have an
impact on the historic environment and to property
owners, neighborhood groups, teachers, historical
and historic preservation organizations, the media,
and the public at large. The manual also offers
guidelines to producing survey products that are
compatible with and contribute to the statewide
inventory of historic properties maintained by the
Michigan SHPO.

This manual is designed to provide guidance for
all types ol above-ground survey projects, including:

= Surveys intended to provide an informational
database for the establishment of local his-
toric districts under Michigan's local historic
districts enabling act, Public Act 169 of 1970,
as amended, or for other preservation plan-
ning purposes, including the preparation of
nominations to the National Register of
Historic Places;

e Surveys funded by the federal Historic
Preservation Fund and administered by the
State of Michigan; and

» Surveys required by the SHPO under Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.

Users of this manual should also be familiar
with National Register Bulletin 24, Guidelines for
Local Surveys: A Basis for Preservation Planning,
available through the SHPO.

This manual does not provide instruction for
archaeological surveys. For information about
archacological surveys, please contact the Office of
the State Archaeologist,

A survey is a systematic search for properties
that pessess or appear to possess significance to
national, state, or local history. Survey is the
process of identifying and gathering data on prop-
erties that may be historic. It includes field survey,
the physical search for and recordation of basic
information about historic and potentially historic
properties; background research to establish the
historic context for the properties within the project
area; and historical research on surveyed properties.
It also includes evaluation, the process of determin-
ing whether identified properties meet defined
criteria of historical, architectural, engineering, or
cultural significance. The final products of a survey
are an inventory of the surveyed properties that
includes data and photographic or electronic images,
maps showing the locations of the surveyed
properties, and a report that summarizes the survey
project, establishes the historic context for the project
area and surveyed properties, and sets forth the
results of the survey project, including the results

of the evaluation process.

There are several types of surveys. Most survey
projects may be conducted at one of two levels. The
“intensive” level survey yields sufficient historical
data on specific surveyed properties to make
informed evaluations of historic significance
possible. The “reconnaissance” level survey
provides basic information about the surveyed
properties but not enough information to complete
evaluations of historic significance. Reconnaissance
level surveys should be viewed as only the first step
— as a stop-gap measure until more complete
information can be obtained. The results of a
reconnaissance level survey can best be used to
determine where to focus later intensive level survey
efforts. The follow-up intensive level survey will
provide the evaluation results that are the purpose
of survey work and that will facilitate long-term
planning for the preservation of the historically
significant resources.

At times other types of surveys are conducted







